
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5497 September 16, 2019 
from acting are on full display. Our 
planet suffers as a consequence. We 
avert our eyes in the pursuit of cheap 
fossil fuel. But nothing comes without 
a cost, and our debt is coming due. 
Pope Francis drove home this point in 
a recent Sunday address, saying: ‘‘We 
have caused a climate emergency that 

gravely threatens nature and life itself, 
including our own.’’ 

Our world is on fire. I am sorry to 
quarrel with Billy Joel, but this time, 
we did start the fire. If that can’t get 
the attention of my colleagues in Con-
gress, I do not know what can. 

We must wake up. 
I yield the floor. 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is adjourned until 10 a.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:22 p.m., 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 17, 
2019, at 10 a.m. 
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